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October 1, 2004    SAN JOSE, California --  Books for Treats announced today plans to double to 3000 the number of  new or gently-used books that will be distributed to preschool and elementary school children at the annual Willow Glen merchants’ Halloween event . 

“I am concerned about literacy, childhood obesity and diabetes and wanted to make a difference to the children in my community,” said Books for Treats founder Rebecca Morgan who does not have children of her own.  “Unlike candy that can cause health, dental and behavioral problems, books feed children’s minds.”

Morgan, who does not have children of her own, began distributing books on Halloween instead of candy to neighbors from her Newport Avenue home in 1994 when she moved to Willow Glen.  Three years ago, Morgan brought boxes of books, sorted by reading level, to the Lincoln Avenue annual event and quickly gave away more than 1000 books to the delight of costumed children.  Last year, Morgan ran out of 1500 books halfway through the Halloween trick or treat event.

To prepare for the Books for Treats Halloween season, Morgan purchases “gently-read” books at thrift stores, garage sales, used books stores and library book sales throughout the year.  She carefully separates the books into grade level box dividers to ensure that each child receives a book at the correct reading level. She also gets donations of gently read books from the Friends of the Willow Glen Library, the San Jose Junior League, and individuals.
“This is really a great opportunity for our children to learn the value of education and reading,” said San Jose Councilmember Ken Yeager.  “The community is grateful for all of Rebecca’s and Books For Treats’ efforts.”
Despite Morgan’s year-round search for children’s book acquisition, Books for Treats needs book donations to meet this year’s goal of 3000.  Lincoln Avenue merchants Siena Bistro and Willow Glen Yoga are established drop off centers for Books for Treats donations.

“Leisure reading books are a luxury that the schools cannot provide anymore,” said Martha Duke, owner of Siena Bistro.  “By donating gently read or new books to children instead of candy, one will be offering a child the chance to read for fun.”

Morgan will join downtown Willow Glen merchants who dispense treats to preschoolers from 10 am to noon and elementary school children from 3 to 5 pm along Lincoln Avenue on Friday, October 29th.

For more information about Books for Treats visit the website at www.booksfortreats.org or call Rebecca Morgan at 408/998-7977
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San Jose, California October 4, 2004 -- 

Give Trick-Or-Treaters Books This Year

Willow Glen trick-or-treaters will be again treated to "brain candy" thanks to the efforts of the not-for-profit group Books For Treats. They encourage you to give gently-read children's books at Halloween. Their motto is "Feed kids' minds, not their cavities. Give them brain candy."

To help you give books on Halloween, Books For Treats has a free downloadable kit available at www.BooksForTreats.org. It has everything you'll need, including instructions and signs.  Just add books and make your trick-or-treaters -- and their parents -- very happy!

Buy inexpensive books to give your trick-or-treaters at the Sat., Oct. 25 Friends of the Willow Glen Library book sale. Volunteers will be available from 9-12 to help you select gently-read children's books in the appropriate age levels. Books sell for $1/inch, so for the price of a candy bar you can give "brain candy" instead.

Thanks to generous book donations from both the Junior League of San Jose and the Willow Glen Friends of the Library, Books For Treats will again give books on Lincoln Avenue on Halloween. Thanks to an alignment with the Diabetes Society of Santa Clara Valley, Books For Treats will be handing out books to trick-or-treaters in front of the Garden Theater, 1165 Lincoln Ave., from 10:00-12:00 for pre-school children, and 3:00-5:00 for grades K-6, until supplies are depleted. Mayor Gonzalez has again expressed an interest in distributing books with Books For Treats at Halloween, and hopes his schedule will allow him to participate again this year. Also, a professional from the Diabetes Society will be available with information on preventing childhood diabetes.

To donate gently-read children's books to be given on Halloween, call Rebecca Morgan, founder and Executive Director of Books For Treats, at 998-7977, or email her at info@booksfortreats.org. She'll arrange a drop off or pick up of your books.

Updates will be posted at www.BooksForTreats.org.
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